
Asia 16-015

USAID PHILIPPINES 
FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXAMINATION (IEE) 
REQUEST FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (RCE) 

Partnership for Growth Monitoring and Evaluation Advisory 
and Secretariat Support Activity 

PROGRAM/ACTIVITY DATA: 

Program/Activity Number: 492-AA-EGDG 

Country/Region: Philippines/ Asia 

Program/ Activity Title: Partnership for Growth Monitoring and Evaluation 
Advisory and Secretariat Support Activity 

Start Date: February 15. 2016 

End Date: August 14, 20 17 

LOP Amount: $250,000 

IEE Prepared By: Gil Dy-Liacco Date: December 1 I. 2015 

IEE Amendment (Y/N): N 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION RECOMMENDED: 

Categorical Exclusion: x 
Positive Determination: ---

PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

Negative Determination: _ _ 
Deferral: 

The purpose of this document in accordance with Title 22, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 216 (22CFR2 l 6), is to provide a preliminary review of the 
reasonably foreseeable effects on the environment, as well as recommended 
Threshold Decisions, for the activities detailed below. This document provides a 
brief statement of the factual basis for Threshold Decisions as to whether an 
Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement is required for 
the activities managed under the scope of this document. 



The activities under review are recommended for categorical exclusion. 

BACKGROUND ANO ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION 

Background 

The Philippines' Partnership for Growth (PFG) is a bilateral partnership between 
the U.S. Government and the Government of the Philippines initiated in 2012. It 
is one of four such Partnerships created around the world as part of a signature 
U.S. Presidential initiative. The Philippines' partnership seeks to accelerate and 
sustain broad-based and inclusive growth by addressing key constraints to 
t,'Towth that were identified in a jointly conducted Constraints Analysis. Based 
on this document, the two governments developed a Joint Country Action Plan 
that identified a set of policy refonn and project activities through which the 
constraints would be addressed. 

The PFG is an overarching conceptual framework linking activities of a diverse 
range of development actors. It is characterized by a weak and loosely defined 
governance structure and without a secretariat or dedicated staff to suppo11 
operations. Reflecting its unique nature, the "logical framework" that connects 
PFG inputs and outputs to purposes and goals is incomplete and not robust. The 
PFG has also been evolving, adding new activities, such as the Cities 
Development Initiative (COi). In addition, USAID is implementing substantial 
programs in health, education and the environment that the Mission views as 
contributing significantly to the PFG. 

The recently conducted PFG mid-tenn evaluation included a Philippines Case 
Study that identified the need for more robust PFG-wide monitoring and 
evaluation (M&E). The PFG-wide M&E in the Philippines lacks an instituted 
mechanism to collect and analyze perfonnance data across thematic areas and for 
the PFG as a whole, and to better infonn PFG perfonnance reviews. The mid
tenn evaluation also noted that PFG coordination and governance would benefit 
from a more articulated "theory of change" encompassing activities by all PFG 
participants. 

The Mid-Term Evaluation recommended staffing a dedicated "secretariat" to 
strengthen PFG monitoring, evaluation and analysis and to provide essential 
coordination and support for Steering Committee and Sub-Committee 
perfonnance reviews and related activities. 

Activity Description 

The purpose of the activity under review is to provide M&E advisory and 
secretariat support services to the PFG Steering Committee; the three thematic 
sub-committees (on regulatory quality, rule of law and anti-corruption, and fiscal 
space); and the sub-committee on cross-cutting programs. Support from thi s 
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activity will include providing analyt ica l input for PFG performance reviews and 
strengthening the empirical basis for PFG decision-making. 

The U.S. Government, through USAID, will engage a contractor which wi ll be 
based at the Philippines Department of Finance to provide analytical support and 
secretariat services for the Steering Committee and the technical sub-committees. 

With assistance from the USA ID contractor, each of the sub-committees will 
develop an overall M&E framework fo r their respective sectors, to include a 
results framework, indicators and targets at the sector level. These M&E 
frameworks will establish the linkages between the overa ll M&E framework and 
activity level M&E frameworks, and links these frameworks to the Philippine 
Development Plan. 

The USAID contractor will validate and refine the overal l M&E framework for 
PFG. As may be determined by the Steeri ng Committee, the contractor will also 
assist and facilitate amendments to the Joint Country Action Plan, based on the 
Bilateral Strategic Dialogue agenda and the update of the constraints analysis. 

The USAID contractor will prepare quarterly and semi-annual reports on major 
accomplishments of the sub-committees, track indicators and further develop the 
PFG scorecard to include the key indicators at the top, middle and activity level, 
plus brief narratives on activities which shall be updated and disseminated on the 
PFG website. 

The USAID contractor will provide secretariat support for the committees for 
convening meetings, arranging for logistics support and taking minutes of 
meetings. 

JUSTIFICATION FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 

The activities described justify Categorical Exclusion, pursuant to 22 CFR 
216.2( c)( I) and (2), for which an Initial Environmental Examination, or an 
Environmental Assessment are not required because the actions do not have an 
effect on the natural or physical environment. 

Specifically, as currently planned, these activities fall into the following classes 
of action: 

- Analyses, studies or research workshops and meetings 
- Document and information transfers 

REVISIONS 

If during implementation, project activities are considered outside of those 
described in this document, an amendment shall be submitted. Pursuant to 22 
CFR 2 l 6.3(a)(9), if new activities are added and/or information becomes 
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available which indicates that activities to be funded by the project might be 
"major" and the project's effect "significant," this dcte1111ination will be 
reviewed and revised by USAID or the Implementing Partner, in collaboration 
with the Contracting Officer's Representative of the project, and submitted to the 
Mission Environmental Officer, and Bureau Environmental Officer for approval 
and, if appropriate, an environmental assessment will be prepared. 

APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION RECOMMENDED: 

Office Director: cleared Date: 12-14-15 
Clearance Robc11 Barton 

Mission Environmental Officer: cleared with edits Date: 12-14-15 
Clearance Marian Cruz Navata 

Date: 12-15-15 

Deputy Mission Director: 
Clearance 

Approval: 

Mission Director: 

Concurrence : 
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12116/2015 USAIO Mail - Re: IEE for Partrership for GrCM'th M&E AcMsory in:1 Secreta.'iat ~ 

~~USAID 
.,, .,,) .. °" !Mf .... ":'oflf 

Gil Oy..t.iacco <gdy...Jiacco@usaid.gov> 

Re: IEE for Partnership for Growth M&E Advisory and Secretariat Support 
1 message 

Aaron Brownell <abrownell@usaid.gov> Tue, Dec 15, 2015 at 6:22 PM 
To: Gil Dy-Liacco <gdy-liacco@usaid.gov> 
Cc: "Robert Barton," <rbarton@usaid.gov>. Marian Cruz Navata <maricruz@usaid.gov> 

Hello Gil , 

Thank you for the updated IEE /RCE for the Partnership for Growth Monitoring and Evaluation Advisory and 
Secretariat Support Activity. I clear on the document. Please proceed in getting other clearances; MD approval 
and BEO concurrence. 

Many thanks, 

Aaron 

On Tue, Dec 15, 2015 at 1 :24 PM, Gil Dy-Liacco .::;gdy-liacco@usaid.gov> wrote: 
Sorry, I am also sending you the attached clean version of revised draft, which I sent in tracked changes 
format earlier today . 

On Tue, Dec 15, 2015 at 10:43 AM , Gil Dy-Liacco <gdy-liacco@usard.gov> wrote: 
Hi Aaron, 

Thank you for your quick response, comments and edits. Please see attached revised document for your 
review and clearance. 

Gil 

On Mon, Dec 14, 2015 at 6:44 PM, Aaron Brownell <abrownell@usaid.gov> wrote: 
Hello Gil: 

Thank you for the draft IEE. Please see suggested edits and comments in track changes. After 
considering this feedback and revis ions, please send back to me for clearance. 

Please also note that the Mission Director or Acting Mission Director needs to approve the IEE. I was 
confused by the "Officer in Charge" title. If the person is Acting Mission Director please change to use 
this title or identify the (acting) Mission Director. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. Please also note that tomorrow is my last day in the 
office until the end of the year. 

Many thanks, 

AB 

On Mon, Dec 14, 2015 at 4:20 PM, Gil Dy-Liacco <gdy-liacco@usaid.gov> wrote: 
Greetings Aaron, 

Attached for your review and clearance is a draft IEE for an activity for monitoring and evaluation 
advisory services and secretariat support for the Partnership for Growth. 

hltps://mail .google.com/mail/ul<Y?ui= 2&ik=6b7c 7bdfe7&vieN= pt&search=irt>ox&th= 151a5293986037a5&siml= 151a5293986037a5 112 



12/16/201"5 USAJD Mall - Re IEE for Partnership fOI' Growth M&E Advisory and Secretariat Support 

We hope to initiate procurement for the activity within the week. 

Thanks. 

Gil 

Gil Dy-Liacco 
Office of Program Resources Management 
USAID/Ph1hppmes 
email· gdy-liacco@usa1d.gov 

Aaron Brownell 
Regional Environmental Advisor Southeast Asia and the Pacific 
USA 

Aaron Brownell 
Regional Environmental Advisor, Southeast As ia and the Pacific 
USAID 

tttpsJ/mail .google.com/mail/u'CY?U=2&ik=6b7c7bdfe7&view=pt&search=1nbox&lh= 151a5293986037a5&siml= 151a5293986037a5 



JUSTIFICATION FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 

The activities described justify Categorical Exclusion, pursuant to 22 CFR 
2 l 6.2(c)(l) and (2), for which an Initial Environmental Examination, or an 
Environmental Assessment are not required because the actions do not have an 
effect on the natural or physical environment. 

Specifically, as currently planned, these activities fall into the following classes 
of action: 

- Analyses, studies or research workshops and meetings 
- Document and information transfers 

REVISIONS 

If during implementation, project activities are considered outside of those 
described in this document, an amendment shall be submitted. Pursuant to 22 
CFR 216.3( a)(9), if new activities are added and/or information becomes 
available which indicates that activities to be funded by the project might be 
"major" and the project' s effect "significant," this determination will be 
reviewed and revised by USAID or the Implementing Partner, in collaboration 
with the Contracting Officer's Representative of the project, and submitted to the 
Mission Environmental Officer, and Bureau Environmental Officer for approval 
and, if appropriate, an environmental assessment will be prepared. 

AP PROV AL OF ENVIRONMENT AL ACTION RECOMMENDED: 

Office Director: Date:~.) 
Clearance 

Mission Environmental Officer: ~ ..,/...ii; Date: /;;-1 'f -/S: 
Clearance Maillcruz l'dtvata 

Regional Environmental Advisor: Date: --~-
Clearance Aaron Brownell 

Deputy Officer-In-Charge: 
Clearance Andrew Holland 
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