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REQUEST: 

1. BACKGROUND: 

USAID/Egypt/DG is requesting Categorical Exclusion as per 22 CFR 216.2 ( c )(2)(i) for the 
increase in funding and time for on-going activities under AO "Strengthened Democracy and 
Governance in Egypt" activities. The initial 2012 obligation was covered under the original 
RCE ME 09-127 signed on September 16, 2009. This RCE expands and covers the whole 
program. 



The Egyptian Decentralization Initiative (EDI) II is a continuation of assistance that began 
under the EDI project to improve the effectiveness, transparency, and accountability oflocal 
government by assisting the Government of Egypt (GOE) in the legislation, design, and 
implementation of comprehensive local administration reforms. EDI II focuses on tlu·ee areas 
to achieve this objective: (1) increasing local financial resources; (2) establishing 
participatory mechanisms to plan, allocate, and monitor the use of resources; and (3) 
strengthening administrative capacity to build a legal framework for local government to 
ensure effective and transparent management of resomces. 

The Bureau Environmental Officer has approved a similar RCE for ED I's activities on 
9/16/2009. The activities described above are the same activities as the previously approved 
RCE that include technical assistance and training activities that have no effect on the natural 
or physical environment. Therefore, pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2(c)(2)(i): "Education, technical 
assistance or training programs except to the extent such programs include activities directly 
affecting the environment (such as construction of facilities, etc.)," the Mission recommends 
a Categorical Exclusion for EDI's activities listed above. 

As with all USAID-funded projects, and pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3(a)(9), if the program is 
revised or new information becomes available which indicates that any of the proposed 
actions to be funded by this activity might be "major" and their effects 11significant11 with 
respect to the environment, the tlu·eshold decisions for those actions listed above will be 
reviewed and revised by the Bureau Environmental Officer and an Environmental 
Assessment prepared the Mission, as appropriate. 
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