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PROJECT NAME:    Socio-Economic Development Activity 

 
ASSISTANCE OBJECTIVE: 

 
 A10 2.4 Civil Society 

 
PROGRAM AREA: 

 
 A044 2.4.1.  Civic Participation 

 
COUNTRY: 

 
Azerbaijan 

 
ORIGINATING OFFICE 

 
Democracy and Governance 

 
DATE: 

 
January 24, 2011 

 
IEE AMENDMENT: Yes  No  

 
 

 
DCN OF ORIGINAL IEE:  

 

 
PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

 

 
IMPLEMENTATION START:  

 
June 1, 2011 

 
IMPLEMENTATION END:  

 
June 30, 2016 

 
LOP AMOUNT:   

 
$ 14,400,000 

 
AMENDMENT FUNDING AMOUNT: 

 

 
CONTRACT/AWARD # IF KNOWN:  

 

 
Environmental Media and/or Human Health Potentially Impacted (check all that apply): 
None  Air  Water  Land  Biodiversity    Human health  Other  
 
Environmental Action Recommended: 

Categorical Exclusion:          Positive Determination:   
Negative Determination:       Deferral:   
Neg. Deter. with Conditions:       Exemption:   
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B.   BACKGROUND AND ACTIVITY/PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 
The objective of this activity is to institutionalize participatory mechanisms for key local 
stakeholders and governmental bodies to address social and economic needs.  This project, entitled 
Socio-Economic Development Activity (SEDA, which literally means Voice or Tune in 
Azerbaijani) will strengthen and mobilize these mechanisms to identify and prioritize needs at the 
regional and community levels and address those needs through SEDA-funded projects that use 
the mechanisms to link local populations and governmental bodies.  SEDA will move towards 
institutionalizing these participatory mechanisms as a way of informing the use of locally available 
Government of Azerbaijan (GOAJ) and other community funds to meet identified socio-economic 
needs of mobilized communities. SEDA will encourage GOAJ officials to adopt these mechanisms 
to ultimately inform the formation of the local components of the Azerbaijani National Budget. 
The proposed funding will be used to provide TA, training and community based infrastructure 
projects.   
 
 Program Objective:  Through consultation with local experts, USAID Azerbaijan’s staff 
identified a lack of opportunities for collaboration in setting development priorities and agendas 
among citizens, and between the citizens and their government, especially outside of Baku. SEDA 
will create opportunities for constructive citizen engagement on socio-economic issues via the 
prioritization, selection and implementation of small infrastructure or related projects.  As a result, 
SEDA will create groups of citizens who have the knowledge and skills necessary to engage 
meaningfully in the economic and social development of their communities. This engagement will 
expand otherwise limited political space and inspire further waves of engagement as people begin 
to feel that they are able to affect change.  These activities will facilitate communication and 
cooperation between CSOs and government officials on issues of mutual interest and will promote 
CSO engagement on issues that matter to citizens. By promoting positive interaction between the 
CSOs sector and government officials, SEDA will help to widen the limited political space and 
pave the way for continued cooperation between civil society and the government.  Currently, 
most GOAJ decisions regarding regional socio-economic development are made in Baku with little 
or no consultation with regional governments and other regional stakeholders (NGOs, the private 
sector, citizens, etc.). SEDA will train GOAJ officials to effectively and constructively engage 
with other stakeholders to design and implement regional socio-economic strategies that respond 
to the needs of their citizens. By demonstrating the successes of this approach, SEDA will 
encourage the GOAJ to use the methodology and mechanisms developed under this project to 
inform GOAJ budget formation process as it pertains to regional infrastructure development. 
Through this effort, SEDA will also improve the transparency of the use of public resources and 
help increase trust between the government and citizens.  The project will demonstrate to both 
GOAJ officials and other key stakeholders that constructive and participatory engagement on 
issues of mutual interest can create win/win outcomes for all sides.  This realization by all 
stakeholders, especially government officials, that engaging in a participatory process can be non-
threatening and in fact can improve their own situation will be a key driving factor for continued 
engagement in the future.   

 
Program Overview  
SEDA’s activities will be managed and funded under the USG’s Foreign Assistance Framework 
Objective for Governing Justly and Democratically; under Program Area 2.4 Civil Society. This 
project has 3 components that will strengthen the capacity of Civil Society Organizations (CSO) 
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for policy analysis, advocacy, coalition-building, internal governance, membership representation 
and services, and engage in other activities aimed at fostering more peaceful and democratic 
societies; increase citizen participation and oversight in policy and decision-making processes, 
service delivery, resource allocation, the oversight of public institutions and in broader initiatives 
aimed at creating more peaceful, democratic, and pluralistic societies.  In particular citizens will be 
responsible for identifying community revitalization activities to be funded by SEDA’s small 
grants component, prioritizing the activities, overseeing activity and ensuring that ongoing 
maintenance and operation is effectively undertaken.  SEDA will support the community councils 
by providing needed training and technical assistance in areas such as conducting needs 
assessments, stakeholder analyses, organizational management, working with government 
officials, project management, etc.  Financial assistance will be provided to solve small 
infrastructure problems that communities prioritize and provide labor and contribution to match-
up.  Activities within this may include, CSO and citizen advocacy efforts; assistance in 
rehabilitation of schools and clinics, community roads and bridges repair, rehabilitation of water 
provision systems, market development and etc.; establishing and building public-private 
partnerships; multi-stakeholder civic fora; web-based NGO resources; political participation of 
marginalized and vulnerable groups and populations, such as women, youth and children; and 
citizen engagement in human rights, anticorruption, and peace building initiatives.  
 
 
Component 1: Revitalize or establish Community Development Councils (CDCs) to 

increase community participation in socio-economic development at the 
local and regional levels  

 
Component 2:    Strengthen the capacity of CSOs to engage with citizens and government 

officials on local, regional, and national social and economic priorities  
 
Component 3:   Strengthen the capacity of the GOAJ to engage with stakeholders on key 

socio-economic development issues  
 

C. COUNTRY AND ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION (BASELINE INFORMATION) 
 

a. Country Information   
 
With Azerbaijan’s increasing wealth, the U.S.-Azerbaijan bilateral relationship is shifting from one 
based largely on U.S. assistance to a new, strategic relationship that reflects all areas of mutual 
interests, including democratization and economic reform.  Azerbaijan has made significant 
development progress in terms of GDP, however much of the development is concentrated in the 
capital city of Baku.  Regions outside the capital are developing at a much slower rate, and their 
inhabitants continue to seek opportunities to improve living standards in their communities. One of 
the primary goals of U.S.-Azerbaijan cooperation is economic diversification and creation of 
sustainable and locally-driven income generation opportunities throughout the country. Research 
and international best practices demonstrate that the most effective approach to local and regional 
socio-economic development requires the joint efforts of key stakeholders in local communities 
and their municipal and regional governments. To ensure that government investments in socio-
economic development succeed in creating a more favorable environment for private sector growth 
and job creation, relevant capacity building opportunities are required for both the government 
institutions and key local stakeholders.   
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b. Baseline Environmental Information 
 

Although Azerbaijan encompasses an area about the size of Maine in the United States, it contains 
a remarkable diversity of ecosystems, climate zones, and natural features including two mountain 
ranges with peaks more than 12,000 feet high, alpine meadows, semi-arid steppes, fertile lowland 
valleys, wetlands, rivers, and a coastline along the Caspian Sea. The geographical diversity has led 
to a concomitant diversity of animal and plant species. Azerbaijan is the last large refuge for a 
number of globally recognized rare and endangered species which are found only here and/or in 
neighboring areas. Due to the diversity of species and ecosystems in Azerbaijan and neighboring 
countries, internationally the Caucasus Ecoregion is considered a global hotspot for biodiversity.  
 
Azerbaijan has the following laws on Environment: 
 
The Forest Code of Azerbaijan Republic 
The Law of Azerbaijan Republic on Water Supply and Sewage 
The Law of Azerbaijan Republic on Protection of Environment 
The Law of Azerbaijan Republic on Protection of Atmospheric Air 
The Law of Azerbaijan Republic on Industrial and Domestic Waste 
The Law of Azerbaijan Republic on Environmental Safety 
The Law of Azerbaijan Republic on Land Fertility 
 
 
According to the initial project design, SEDA is primarily going to be implemented in Aran 
(Central Azerbaijan) and North-Eastern Guba-Khachmaz Region (by the Caspian Sea).  
 
Aran region is semi-desert area with some forestry along the Kura river, country’s largest river 
going throughout this region.  The region primarily has problems with clean drinking water as the 
river is very polluted and other sources of fresh water are scarce.  Recent floods have damaged the 
area badly.  The region has problems with the waste-water management which is mostly absent 
(exceptions are the central parts of the major towns of the region).   
 
In contrast, Guba-Khachmaz region is rich with fresh water resources and is mostly mountainous, 
forest and sea shore region.  However, there are no waste-water management systems outside the 
central areas of large towns.        
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D. EVALUATION OF ACTIVITY WITH RESPECT TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

POTENTIAL.  
 
Component 1 Revitalize or establish Community Development Councils (CDCs) to increase 
community participation in socio-economic development at the local and regional levels 
 
SEDA will establish CDCs or work to revitalize existing CDCs established under USAID’s 
Community Development Activity.5  The members of these CDCs will be selected by their 
communities through an open process facilitated by the implementing partner, and will include local 
citizens, representatives of local not-for-profit organizations or other CSOs such as business 
associations or associative entities, and representatives of the local municipalities.  The CDCs will be 
responsible for identifying community revitalization activities to be funded by SEDA’s small grants 
component, prioritizing the activities, overseeing activity and ensuring that ongoing maintenance and 
operation is effectively undertaken.  SEDA will support the CDCs by providing needed training and 
technical assistance in areas such as conducting needs assessments, stakeholder analyses, 
organizational management, working with government officials, project management, etc.  To be 
effective the councils must contain an appropriate gender ratio and represent all socio-economic and 
ethnic groups, social and religious organizations, NGOs, and municipal leadership.  
 
The grant activities anticipated under this component may have potential or significant adverse 
impacts on the environment, and therefore, environmental scoping statement must be conducted to 
identify activities having a significant impact. For those activities that have a significant impact an 
environmental assessment (EA) will be conducted pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2(d) (1). . For those 
activities that will not require an EA, but may have a potential adverse impact on environment an 
environmental mitigation and monitoring plan will be prepared. 
 
 

Table 1. Illustrative activities under Program Component One, Community Level Economic 
Development Planning.  

Potential Environmental Impacts and Recommended Environmental Determination  

Illustrative Activities Potential Impacts 
 

Recommended 22 CFR 216 
Environmental Determination  

1.1 Community Stakeholder 
Meetings and environmental 
scoping meetings to identify 
Infrastructure Needs and 
Priorities  and Associated 
Environmental Impacts 

 

This activity is part of the 
environmental scoping process 
required pursuant to 22 CFR 
216.3(a)(4)  

1.2 Training sessions and 
other capacity building 
activities of community 
leaders teaching how to reach 
out to regional governments 
to make them consider 
community needs when 

Development activities 
involving irrigation system, 
road, market, and building 
construction and 
rehabilitation can have 
significant effects on the 
human and natural 

This project is subject to a positive 
determination.  Programs of irrigation 
system, road, market, and building 
construction and rehabilitation will be 
guided by the environmental 
assessment that is to be prepared 
before project activities can be 

                                                 
5 CDCs were established under USAID’s Community Development Activity implemented by CHF. The World Bank 
continues to use CDCs to implement its socio-economic program in Azerbaijan. 
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Table 1. Illustrative activities under Program Component One, Community Level Economic 
Development Planning.  

Potential Environmental Impacts and Recommended Environmental Determination  

Illustrative Activities Potential Impacts 
 

Recommended 22 CFR 216 
Environmental Determination  

planning and getting finance 
from the federal budget for 
the proposed projects.  

environment.  Developing 
the capability of recipient 
countries to engage in 
development planning 
results in activities that 
directly affect the 
environment. 

initiated. 

1.3 Small scale potable water 
systems (Drilling of artesian 
wells, restoring ancient 
Kariz/Qanat springs, pipeline 
connections to the major 
water sources)   
 

Water system rehabilitation 
and construction activities 
may have potential or 
significant adverse impact 
on water, land, biodiversity 
and human health resulting 
from rehabilitation and 
construction, improper 
siting, and unhygienic 
practices.  

Positive Determination or Negative 
Determination with conditions 
pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3(a) (2) 
(iii). 

1.4 Rehabilitation and 
development small scale 
irrigation systems 

Activities may have 
significant adverse impact 
on water, land, biodiversity, 
water withdrawals and 
irrigation wastewater 
discharges  

Positive Determination pursuant to 22 
CFR 216.2(d) (ii) for irrigation or 
water management projects includes 
dams and impoundments.   
 

1.5 Road construction and 
rehabilitation 

Associated with a potential 
or significant adverse 
impacts to water, land, 
forestry, biodiversity, traffic, 
and human health  
 

 
Positive Determination pursuant to 22 
CFR 216.2(d) (vii) for penetration road 
building or road improvement projects.  

1.6 Farmers’ Market 
construction/repair 

The small scale physical 
rehabilitation of market or 
development a new one in a 
small scale has a potential to 
create environmental 
concern, primarily from the 
generation of construction 
debris.  
 

Positive Determination pursuant to 22 
CFR 216.2(d) (vi) for new lands 
development.    

1.7 Small scale rehabilitation 
of medical clinics  

The small scale physical 
rehabilitation of clinics   
nationwide has a potential to 
create environmental 
concern, primarily from 
improper construction siting, 
the generation of 
construction debris.  

 Positive Determination pursuant to 22 
CFR 216.2(d) (vi) for new lands 
development.    
   



       DCN: 2011-AZB-002 

 
Azerbaijan / SEDA 
 

7

Table 1. Illustrative activities under Program Component One, Community Level Economic 
Development Planning.  

Potential Environmental Impacts and Recommended Environmental Determination  

Illustrative Activities Potential Impacts 
 

Recommended 22 CFR 216 
Environmental Determination  

Improper disposal of 
medical waste can spread 
disease and have an adverse 
effect on human health.  
Improper siting of kitchens 
and latrines can spread 
disease and have an adverse 
impact on human health 
 

1.8 Renovation and 
Refurbishment  of Schools 

Renovation of schools may 
have an adverse impact on 
health and the environment 
due to use of materials 
containing toxic substances 
(e.g. lead based paint, 
formaldehyde, asbestos), 
improper disposal of waste 
materials, improper 
engineering control practices 
and improper installation of 
water and sanitation 
facilities  

   Positive Determination pursuant to 
22 CFR 216.2(d) (vi) for new lands 
development.    
  
   

 
 
 
2.  Component 2 Strengthen the capacity of CSOs to engage with citizens and government officials on 

local, regional, and national social and economic priorities  
  
Component 2 will focus on building the capacity of civil society organizations engaged in socio-
economic development activities. However, rather than simply conducting stand-alone trainings on 
“capacity building,” SEDA will engage civil society organizations in tangible activities and offer 
training and technical assistance based around those activities as a medium through which to 
strengthen the organizations.  
 

Table 2 Illustrative activities under Program Component Two, Civil Society Strengthening. 
Potential Environmental Impacts and Recommended Environmental Determination  

Illustrative Activities Potential Impacts 
Recommended 22 CFR 216 Environmental 

Determination  

   

2.1 Capacity building 
trainings for NGO leaders 

 No significant effects 
anticipated  

 Categorical exclusion pursuant to 216.2 
(c) (2) (i) Education, technical assistance, 
or training programs except to the extent 
such programs include activities directly 
affecting the environment (e.g., 
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Table 2 Illustrative activities under Program Component Two, Civil Society Strengthening. 
Potential Environmental Impacts and Recommended Environmental Determination  

Illustrative Activities Potential Impacts 
Recommended 22 CFR 216 Environmental 

Determination  
construction of facilities) 

2.2 Purchase of software 
 No significant effects 
anticipated 

 Categorical exclusion pursuant to 216.2 
(c) (1) (i) The action does not have an 
effect on the natural or physical 
environment 

 
3. Component 3: Strengthen the capacity of the GOAJ to engage with stakeholders on key socio-

economic development issues.    
 
Regional socio-economic development is one of the GOAJ’s main priorities6.  The GOAJ is currently 
committing an estimated $2.6 billion dollars per year towards regional economic development. At the 
same time, the government has not systematized decision making processes for use of local 
development funds. As a result, the funds are frequently misused or not used in a transparent manner, 
further aggravating already poor relationships between the citizens and their government.  SEDA will 
strengthen local and regional government capacity to engage with citizens, and CSOs on socio-
economic policy development, including planning and implementing small-scale infrastructure 
projects that respond to the needs of their citizens. The primary goal of this project component is to 
encourage the government to institutionalize participatory mechanisms for citizen feedback into 
governmental planning. This foundation will support the next step, which is to institutionalize this type 
of citizen involvement and link it with the expenditure and budget formation of local and national 
authorities. 
 
 

Table 3 Illustrative activities under Program Component Three,  Working with the Host 
Government.  Potential Environmental Impacts and Recommended Environmental Determination 

Illustrative Activities Potential Impacts 
22 CFR 216 Environmental 

Determination  

3.1 Technical assistance on 
good governance skills, 
consideration of 
community needs during 
decision making 

No adverse impact  

Categorical exclusion pursuant to 216.2 (c) 
(2) (i) Education, technical assistance, or 
training programs except to the extent such 
programs include activities directly 
affecting the environment (e.g., 
construction of facilities)  

3.2 Institutional support for 
targeted Host Government 
bodies 

No adverse impact 

Categorical exclusion pursuant to 216.2 (c) 
(2) (i) Education, technical assistance, or 
training programs except to the extent such 
programs include activities directly 
affecting the environment (e.g., 
construction of facilities)  

                                                 
6 Ilham Aliyev, “Speech Given at the Cabinet of Ministers Session on July 13, 2010.” November 22, 2010. 
http://www.president.az/articles/417?locale=az 
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 E.  RECOMMENDED ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
 

a) Recommended Environmental Threshold Determinations: 

 A positive determination environmental threshold decision is recommended for activities under 
Component 1 pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2(d)(1)(i) for irrigation or water management projects, 
including dams and impoundments; 22 CFR 216.2(d)(1)(vi) for new lands development; 22 CFR 
216.2(d)(1)(viii) for penetration road building or road improvement projects, and 22 CFR 216.2(d)(xi) 
potable water and sewerage projects other than those that are small scale.    

A Categorical exclusion pursuant to 216.2 (c) (2) (i) Education, technical assistance, or training programs 
except to the extent such programs include activities directly affecting the environment (e.g., construction of 
facilities) is recommended for activities of Component 2 and Component 3.  
  

b) Conditions 
 

a) An Environmental Scoping Statement (ESS)  for activities under Component 1  shall be prepared in 
accordance with  22 CFR 216.3(4) and approved by the Europe and Eurasia Bureau Environmental 
Officer (BEO).  The ESS   shall be conducted in parallel with  stakeholder analysis, project needs 
assessment, and community stakeholder engagement. It shall identify environmental impacts by sector 
or type of activity to be considered in the Environmental Assessment (EA), and eliminate from further 
consideration impacts that will not be evaluated. It shall also identify alternatives to the proposed action 
to be considered in the EA.  
 

b) The implementer shall prepare an EA per 22 CFR 216.6, based on the ESS,  and  ensure environmental 
consequences and their significance are known and clearly identified prior to the start of activities not 
excluded from further review.  The EA shall include baseline environmental information to serve as the 
basis for future monitoring, an analysis of alternatives to the proposed action for each sector or type of 
activity and a comparison of environmental effects associated with each alternative. The baseline 
environmental information shall include requirements of national and local laws and local permitting 
requirements for the activities.  The EA also shall evaluate whether special geographic or ecosystem 
areas exist where project implementation should be excluded in order to avoid significant effects.  The 
EA shall outline the criteria for determining whether a site-specific EA must be prepared for medium 
and large scale infrastructure projects to be carried out under Component 1 which   t may have  
significant effects on the environment. The BEO must approve all  EAs before project activities covered 
in the scope of the EA  can proceed.   

 
c) If at any time during the course of project implementation it is determined that a site-specific EA is 

necessary for large or medium scale infrastructure projects that require engineering feasibility and 
design studies,  the implementer must prepare a supplemental ESS and EA for BEO approval.  
 

d) If during the ESS or EA process, sub-sets of activities are found to have minimal environmental 
impacts, which are easily mitigated, an abbreviated environmental report that identifies sub-activities 
and their associated environmental impacts and includes an environmental mitigation and monitoring 
plan (EMMP), may be prepared for these activities (see below for a description of EMMP contents).   
The environmental report and EMMP shall be approved by the BEO prior to initiating these activities. 
 

An EMMP,  based on the findings of the EA or environmental report, shall be developed for each sector or 
activity (sub-project) type.  EMMPs shall describe the activity or process of the activity associated with 
an environmental impact, the environmental impact, associated mitigation measures and conditions to 
serve as environmental safeguards and monitoring requirements.  EMMPs shall include measures for 
meeting national and local laws and identify all permitting requirements and the timeframe necessary 
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for meeting these requirements.  They shall also identify roles and responsibilities for meeting 
monitoring requirements.  A Site-specific Compliance Plan template shall be developed for each 
EMMP to facilitate site-specific adherence to EMMP measures.   The Site-specific Compliance Plan 
templates shall be approved by the Mission Environmental Officer (MEO) and the BEO.  

 
e) The implementer shall be responsible for ensuring site-specific activities are implemented consistent 

with EMMPs. This shall be achieved through development of Site-Specific Compliance Plans which are 
based on EMMP and the templates provided.  The implementing partner shall submit a Record of 
Compliance for each site specific activity certifying that it conformed to the Site-Specific Compliance 
Plans at completion of each sub-project.  The Site-specific Compliance Plans and Record of 
Compliance shall be approved by the Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR)/Activity 
Officer’s Technical Representative (AOTR) and the MEO.  The COTR/AOTR is responsible for 
keeping these records as part of the project files.  Copies of these documents must be made available to 
the BEO upon request.   
  

f) Project resources must include qualified environmental and engineering expertise for developing the 
environmental report, EMMPs, the EA and for ensuring engineering integrity and environmental 
soundness of subproject awards.  All   activities will follow local environmental regulations and 
water quality and other environmental standards.   
 

2. Monitoring 
 

a) The implementer shall monitor site-specific activities to verify environmental compliance in accordance 
with the applicable EMMP.  The implementer shall promptly notify the MEO when instances of 
noncompliance are encountered.  The implementer shall immediately correct deficiencies and submit a 
corrective and preventive action plan (CPAC) to the MEO for approval.  After approval, the CPAC 
requirements will be amended to the existing EMMP. 
 

b) The AOTR/COTR with the support of the MEO is responsible for monitoring compliance of site 
specific activities with the EA or environmental report and the corresponding EMMP by means of 
inspections and reviews of Site-Specific Compliance Plans and Records of Compliance.  If these site 
visits encounter noncompliance, the implementer shall immediately correct them and submit a CPAC to 
the MEO for approval.  After approval, the CPAC requirements will be amended to the existing 
EMMP. 

 
c) The BEO or his/her representative must monitor the project annually to ensure compliance.  

 
d) A summary report of USAID/Azerbaijan’s   compliance relative to this IEE will be sent to BEO 

through COTR and MEO on an annual basis, normally in connection with preparation of the Mission’s 
annual environmental compliance report. 

  
F. MANDATORY INCLUSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
IN SOLICITATIONS, AWARDS, BUDGETS AND WORKPLANS 
 

 Appropriate environmental compliance language shall be included in solicitations and awards 
for this activity with an appropriate level of funding and staffing to satisfy the environmental 
compliance requirements set forth in this IEE.  Environmental mitigation and monitoring 
requirements shall also be included in solicitations and awards. 

 An environmental compliance requirements in this IEE shall be included as part of the 
solicitation package.   

 Implementing partner will incorporated conditions set forth in this IEE in to the implementing 



       DCN: 2011-AZB-002 

 
Azerbaijan / SEDA 
 

11

partner’s work plans. Workplans shall be amended to include EMMPs as they are developed 
throughout the project life.   

 The implementing partner shall report on environmental compliance as appropriate in quarterly 
and annual reports.  The AOTR shall provide copies of these reports to the MEO and BEO 
upon request. 
 

G. LIMITATIONS OF THE IEE: 

This IEE does not cover activities involving:   

1.  Classes of actions normally having a significant effect on the environment  pursuant to  22 CFR 
216.2(d): 

 
a. Agricultural land leveling 
b. Drainage projects 
c. Large scale agricultural mechanization 
d. Resettlement Projects 
e. Power plants; 
f. Industrial plants 

2. Activities affecting endangered species or introducing exotic species 
3. Support to extractive industries (e.g. mining and quarrying). 
4. Support for activities that promote  timber harvesting;  
5. Activities involving support to agro-processing, industrial enterprises, and regulatory 

permitting. 
6. Activities involving support to industrial enterprises, and regulatory permitting. 
7. Potential activity components dealing with privatization of industrial facilities or infrastructure with 

heavily polluted property.     
8. Project preparation, project feasibility studies, and infrastructure investments for projects that may have 

a potentially significant impact on the environment.  
 

Any of the above actions would require an amendment to the IEE approved by the BEO. 
 
H.  REVISIONS: 

 
Pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3(a) (9), if new information becomes available that indicates that activities covered by 
the IEE might be considered “major” and their effect “significant,” or if additional activities are proposed that 
might be considered “major” and their effect “significant,” this environmental threshold decisions for this IEE 
will be reviewed and, if necessary, revised by the MEO with concurrence by the BEO. It is the responsibility 
of the USAID COTR to keep the MEO and BEO informed of any new information or changes in the activity 
that might require revision of the IEE. 

I.  RECOMMENDED ENVIRONMENTAL THRESHOLD DECISION 
  

A Categorical exclusion pursuant to 216.2 (c) (2) (i) for education, technical assistance, or training programs 
except to the extent such programs include activities directly affecting the environment (e.g., construction of 
facilities) is recommended for activities of Component 2 and Component 3.  

A positive determination environmental threshold decision is recommended for activities under 
Component 1 pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2(d)(1)(i) for irrigation or water management projects, 
including dams and impoundments; 22 CFR 216.2(d)(1)(vi) for new lands development; 22 CFR 
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216.2(d)(1)(viii) for penetration road building or road improvement projects, and 22 CFR 216.2(d)(xi) 
potable water and sewerage projects other than those that are small scale.   Pursuant to 22 CFR 
216.3(a) (4) (iv), if it becomes evident that the action will not have significant effects on the 
environment, the Positive Threshold Decision may be withdrawn with the concurrence of the BEO.  
 

  
 
USAID Approval of Recommended Environmental Threshold Decision:  
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___________________________________________ 
Mission Director 

 
_____________________ 
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Approval: 
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Country Coordinator 

 
_____________________ 
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___________________________________________ 
Regional Legal Advisor

 
_____________________ 
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Approval : 

 
___________________________________________ 
AO Team Leader   

 
_____________________ 
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Approval : 

 
___________________________________________ 
Program Office 

 
_____________________ 
Date 

Approval: 
 

 
___________________________________________ 
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_____________________ 
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