
INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXAMINATION 

PROGRAM/ACTIVITY DATA 

ProgramlProject Title: Forest Resource Management 

ProgramlProject Number: AEG-T-00-07-00003-00 

Project Country(ies): Global 

Funding Period: April 1, 2007 to April 1, 2017 

Life of Activity Funding: $200 million new ceiling ($100 million added by this amendment) 

lEE Amendment Yes _X_ No_ If yes, date of original lEE: April 19, 2007 

lEE Prepared by: _ ~ February 9,2011 
A~~G~ Date 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION RECOMMENDED: 

Categorical Exclusion ____ _ Negative Determination _________ _ 
Positive Determination '----- Negative Determination wi Conditions __ X __ 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED THRESHOLD DECISION 

This is the fourth amendment to the original IEE, approved in April 2007, for the United States 
Forest Service Inter-Agency Agreement (IAA). Amendments 1 and 2 added funding and 
expanded the countries where support activities would take place but did not add any new 
activities. Amendment 3 raised the ceiling from $50 million to $100 million. Amendment 4 
extends the timeframe of the agreement with an additional five years and correspondingly raises 
the ceiling from $100 million to $200 million. For this amendment, the scope of work continues 
to be the same but more detail has been added to the scope related to climate change activities 
which are increasing the use of the IAA. Work to be implemented is primarily for training, 
assessments, capacity building and technical assistance related to: 

• sustainable forest management policies and practices 
• protected area management and forest biodiversity conservation 
• fire prevention and fire response 
• forest monitoring, remote sensing and geographic information systems 
• greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction and enhanced carbon sequestration from land 

use management and forestry, including REDD+ assessments, carbon measurement 
methodologies, and low emission development strategies (LEDS) 

• community forestry 
• agroforestry 
• regional forest planning 
• governance of natural resources. 
• disaster response and preparedness 
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The activities covered under this Amendment are similar in scope and nature to the activities 
presented in the original lEE and amendments. Therefore, a Negative Determination with 
Conditions is recommended for this expanded funding and timeframe, and all conditions in the 
previous lEE are clarified by this amendment as follows: 

1. For activities that will not result in any direct environmental impact or will not result in 
actions that could have a direct environmental impact, such as training courses, 
workshops, forums, one-on-one negotiations, information gathering missions, etc., no 
additional environmental review will be required. 

2. All training will include principles of environmental protection, impact mitigation, and 
environmental sustainability. 

3. All technical assistance, workshops, consultations, and recommendations for program 
designs will include Best Practices regarding sustainable use, including principles of 
environmental protection, impact mitigation and environment sustainability. 

4. For activities that could result in actions that could have direct environmental impact 
(e.g.: providing TA on specific land-use strategies, forest management practices, 
silviculture recommendations, or natural resource management options), the USFS will 
advise the recipient of the assistance that additional environmental impact assessments 
will be required before any such activities can be implemented. 

5. If the resulting actions are proposed for implementation, the originating/operating unit's 
funding missionlbureau will be responsible for preparing a separate Initial Environmental 
Examination (lEE) to be approved by their Bureau Environmental Officer (BEO). No 
activity requiring preparation of a separate lEE will proceed until the lEE has been 
reviewed and approved by the appropriate Bureau Environmental Officer (BEO). 

6. Any activity that could degrade natural tropical, temperate or boreal forests, including but 
not limited to any kind of tree harvesting activities, changes in land use, removing 
vegetative cover, applying pesticides, etc., will require preparation of a separate Initial 
Environmental Examination (lEE). If the potential impacts are significant, resulting in a 
Positive Determination, an activity-specific scoping exercise and preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) will be required before the task may proceed. 

7. No pesticides may be procured or used, or recommended for procurement or use without 
first completing an amendment to this Initial Environmental Examination that addresses 
the requirements of22 CFR 216.3(b) including a Pesticide Evaluation Report/Safe Use 
Action Plan which must be approved in writing by the appropriate Bureau Environmental 
Officer. 

Recommended By: ~UJ!~:!&!!Q.........cP:::~~~=::=-..:!L-_______ _ 2./Ci hOll 
Date 

2 



Concurrence: -------=:::::;t::;J:::..tAa.L-..L.:..--~~~---­ ~/91;J 
~ Joyce A. Jatko 

EGAT Bureau Enviro 
Approved:L-

Disapproved: __ _ 

Cleared By: 2J~/11 
rsity and Forestry Team Leader Date 

~~ Cleared By: ~ 
Rebecca Buttert'ield,OTR, USFS lAA 
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