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F.NVIRO:"i\l["T AL ACTION RECO;\I.\I£ND£D: (pla<x X "hcr<: app licable) 

Caregorical Exclusion: IZI IJeferrnl: 0 
Posili,c Dctcnninalion ' 0 Negarive Derermination: IZI 
With Conditions; IZI Exemption: 0 

SU:\l.\IARV OF fL~DlNGS 

USAJDI Regional De\elopmenl Mi"ion/ A,ia (ROM/A)'s SuSlainable Managemenl or Natural 
Rcsour""" and Biodiversity Con.cn-atioD I'rogram. Am~DdmcDt J i, implemente<lunder its Stmlegic 
Obj<xli,e (SO) 486-004. lmpr(lvcd f'n"l'ironmental Coodilions rhrough Regional Coo~rarion. It provides 
technical assi,tance under three major program acti, ilics: 1) cstablishing CNridors to enhance hiodiversiry 
conservation and!O prorect the environment: 2) building communication and enforcemem network. 
among go"cmmC!1(S to r<:ducc the il legal" ildlife trade: and J) com bati ng illegallog.ging through 
promotion of legal. su'tainabl), managed and con niel·frce limber produets in rcgional and global marl<.cts. 

AC li\"it~· 1 estahlishes conncctivity wirhin biodiversity corridors identified by the G,..,ater Mekong 
Subregion through ,upporting National l'ower Energ~ and Society (PES) Poli~)' dcwlopment and 
implementatirn. and building insr itutional capacity of agencies through pmclicaluaining and enhance 
sharing of best pracrice, through workshops: thi, may include imegration of climate change elemems. 
hydrological ecosystem "'''' ices, hiodi,-ersiry conservation. and localli\"clihoods , Acti"i l~' 2 eSlabJis.hes 
rhe Asian Wildlife La" Enforcemcnl All iancc "hieh will "ork to reduce illegal wildlife trad~ through 
establishing coopcmti"e and cohes i\'e wildlife communication and law enforcc mcnt nctwork "ith a 
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nat;onal task fnrce and suppon of ~ommun;eations. ANi';~' 3. through the new activit) Responsible Asia 
foresuy and Trade Allia<>Cc. suppons developmem and application of national Associat ion of South ellS 1 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) legalit), standards, provides promotional workshops and outreach sc,., .. ices, and 
creatCS leaming networh _ The technical assistance and related n"IV.-orking, training. workshop. document 
and information lnms[er, ed ucation. meetings_ outreach. and planning undcr this program a", not expected 
to have a significant ad'-erse impiOct 0" thc natural or physical environment ; howe, ~r, Adi,-it} I acti"ities 
may lead to small_>CaI .. activit ies in local gon-mmcnlS. communi ti .. " and small ernerprise, with potential 
ad,-e"", impacts . 

_F. :'I,VTRO:''',..'PiT AL ,\CTlONS 

USAID! RD\1A 's Sus tainable Management ot .... atunol Resoul\:es and Biodi,-e ... ity Con.er.-alion 
I'rogram, Amendmen t 1 tcchnical a.si'tance. networking. training, workshops, document and 
information transfer, education, meetings. outreach. and planning activities qualii}' for Cal<"gorica l 
bclusion per 21 CFR 21 6.2 (c X2Xi) as "education. technical assistance and training," 2 16.2 (e X2Xiii) lIS 

~anal)',i,. studies. academi c or re<carch won.,ho!" and meeting acti,-il ies." 216.2 (c )(2)( v) lIS "document 
and information transfer"' and 216.2 (c )(2)(xiv) as -srudies. projects or progra ms intended to de,-elop !he 
capabili!) of recip ient countri es to engage in dc,elopment planning."' 

110,,""'-"'. ilS ,mall->Cale activities in local governments. commun ities. and small enterprises ",'hich may 
result from Ae~ i, ity 1 qualii}' for a NC):aliw Dctcrmin~liun "ith Conditions pcr 22 CFR 2163 
(aX2Xiii) with these Cun,litions: 

• Only small-scale activities on already developed land 'hall be implemcn!~d 
• The implementing partn~n; shall dc, clop and implement an environ mental assessment scrttning 

procedure to identii}' and mitigate potential ad"e"", environmenta l impacts 
• Designs shall usc best man agement practice". em' ironmentally sound de,ign. and appropriate 

technology 
• ,\ elivitics snail be mon;t"",d and ",medial aCTion taken a, ne<;e,sary to protcct the cn, ironment 
• Stakeholders shall be engaged in planning prior to implementation 
• Sound environmental ~sign (SED) and best farm management pnlcticcs (BFMP) shall be used 
• If pesticides are procured or used. a r .. 'tieiM Evaluation Report and Safe Use Action Plan 

(PERSUAP) shall be prepared and implemented 
• If large-scale act;"ities, or activities with significant cumulat i,'e adveThC impiOc\s' arc considered, 

the decision ;,hali be changed to a Positi,-e Determ ination "'quiring a scoping ,tatement for an 
en"ironmental a,sc"m~nt (EA) and an EA, both" ith stakeholder consultant' 
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CountrylRq:ion: 

Funding Bogin: 

SO 486 .()().1 Improved Re,ponse to Em' ;ronmental Challenges in Asia 

Sustainable Management "fl'atural ResoY",e, .nd Biodi,·c.,;ity 
Con<enation Program 

(I ) As ian Wildlife La\\' EnfOTCement Alliance: (2 ) Mekong Ri odi"crSil) 
Con,ervation Corridors: and (3 ) Responsible Asi. Forestry and Trade 
Alli.nco 

Regional Development Mi,,;on A<ia (RDMA) 

Asia Region 

Funding End: 2011 

lor Amount: $6.229,769 

IE[ Pr~por«l b): Mary Melnyk . USAID'MEffS 

Oat~: May 15,2008 

lEE Am."dm~nt (YIN): y, T his is Amendment I of the original lEE dated 09/09/05 (ANE 05 -202) 

En> ironmon'.1 Ae!ion Rc<:ommcnded: 

Categorical bclu>;on: 
r""ilh'e Determu,ation: 
bemption: 

<2J 
o o 

Bac~",ound and Ao!i"i,,"' Descrintion 

l}erenal : 
Negali,," Determination
Condilions : 

Thi, i, an amendment to the original Prosram I[ F. for SU>t3.inable Manas.men! of Nawral Resou""" and 
Siodin"i1} Conservation Program dated 09 1)9·'05. nu, amendment addrc"cs: I) expansion of the 
program ', funding lew! and comp letion dal. to FY 2011: 2) replacem~n' of thc prn'iou> proj~C1. 



. Building Go-·emment Capacity for Il iodi'·ersity Conse,,·olion in Vietnam· with a ncw prujtt" 

. Resl""',it>le Asia Foresuy and Trad.· : a nd 3) a Negati,. D<termination wi th Conditions for cenain 
act;'·;t;e, under the · Mekung Iliod iversity Conse,,·;uion Corridor>· project 

llte ,tn.t.gic planning process and tho Fo",ign Assi,,,,,,,,,, Act (FAA) I 18f1 19 analy,;, of the threats lo 
trop;cal fo",sts and biodi,er<ity in the region identified natural ""ouree' and biodi, er<ity con",,,·;uion as 
a priorit~ for pro&ramming . The majnr threats iMnlified were: (I) the widespread illegal trnd< in ",ildlif. 
throughout th~ r~gion; (2) major infrasttuctural de, e!opment planned as economic corridors in the reg ion; 
and (3) rampant inegal l()gging in the re gion. Three projttts are pmr"",d undcT this PIEE to reduce the 
threats to biodiyer<ity: (I ) ;\ , ian Wildlife Law Enforcemem Allia nee; (2) Me~ong Riodiv""ity 
Conse,,·;uion CorridOr<; and (3) Responsible Asia Forestty a:nd Trade Alliance. 

Tbi, program was designed to prov ide ",chnieal assistance to panicipating USAID pres.ence and non· 
presence eountrie, in So utheast Asia to impron the sustainablc management of natural ,eS(HlfCe. and the 
co"",,,·ation ofbiooivc"ity. I n sO doing. the program "ill ai m to restore and maintain """'ystem 
connec.i,i~ in biooiversity corridors : establi sh pilot< fOT ,ustainable financing mechanisms fo, 
biodi, e .... it~· conserv al ion: and increase incomes for Ihe TUnlI poor. It wil l also Slrenglhcn en,·irorunenlal 
go'·ema:nc~ by huilding capac ity among governments to decrease Ihe ill~gal trade in wildlife a:nd impro..e 
the management of biooi,.."ity. Majm ram &e.i,ities are : (I) esmblish ing corridoTS to enha:ne. 
biodi,·e .... i~' co"",,,'ation and to protect the em·ironment 2) building communication and enforcement 
networks among go,·emment' to red uce the illegal trode in "ildlife; and (3) comba ting illegal logging 
through promotion oflegal. sustainably·managed and conflict· fT.., timbeT product, in "'gional and global 
markets. 

The three proje"" are dcscri bcti mOre in detail belo ... ·. 

1. Asian !ViM/ie Law EI1((;r cemenl AIUqt1(f: nus proj~ct will w{lrk to reduce the illegal wildlife trad~ b~ 
.)rf: establishing a coope rative and cohesi,·e wildlife law enfor<ement ne twork between countrie, in A,ia To 

\...,fI "'l meet thi' goal. the aClJVIty ..... ,n , 
It:w""t/L • !)e,·elop a national task force approach to bring national agenci e' together to combat illegal 
" . -; ""ldlif. trade; 

• SupP<>" regi{lnal and international wildl i f~ law enforcement cooperation and coordination 
between countries through a regi{lnal nel\<"Orl. 

2 Meko~g Biodi,wsity Co!!Sf nlOlion Corridflr.j : Thi, project will ",tabli sh cOT" ,ecti.ity within 
~biodi,e .... it~ corridors ide ntified by the Greate, Mekong Sub-region while working to improvc the 

~ :;; ]i'·olihoods of the rur~l l'''or. It wi ll fac ililal~ inn,wati'e mechanisms for ,ustainable tinanctng for 
~' I biodinrsity. indoding paym ent fOcem·imnmcntal "',,·ie .... (PES) "hile strenglhening en,·ironmental 

ty go, ern.ance and inSli!Ut io"s at the local. national a:nd regional T.,·cl. To mect thts goaL thc ac,i.ity will : 
• Supp<>r1 National PES Policy de' elopment and impl~me ntation m the Me~ong C{luntn", that 

intq.'",t< dimate change cl ements... h)·drological ecoS)· Slem s.e!Vices. bioo ivers i~· come,,·olion 
a:nd local li'·el ihood" 

• Building capaci~· of the local. national and regional agencie, through rracti cal training' a:nd 
enhance sharing of I>cSl practice< through regional workshops. study tou,", . 

. . ~"'f 3. &<oon.,·ihl, A<iu f w estty aM Tradr d./Iian<e: "This project ..... ill impro. e hoth the quali ty a:nd extcnl of 
~\,.~.; s""tainable management o f forest "'source< and biodi'·ersi~'. The project · s three objecti ... s are to: (a) 

·V inereas.e regional timber trade /Tom legal souro"', (b) measurably improve sustainability of forest 
managemenl on the ground: and (c) strengthen regional coo~rati on on f{lre,' management and trnde . To 
rr.<'Ct thi' goal. the activit)· will : 

• Support the developmcnt and appli cation of national and ASEAN Legali,y Standant.: 



• Through regional works hops/meeting ,. encourage fore ' t produce .... forest process.o ... and 
ullimale foresl product con,ume ... to bener work togeth'" to mect their shared responsibility in 
ensuring that the nogi()nal tropical limber trade is ba.sed on legall y "ori fied and sustainable 
fo"," production , yslems; 

• Creal ion of regiottal leaming nef',O.-orks and build their capac ities in sustainable forest 
m""agement. reduced impaCl logging. Reduced Emi"ion from Deto""tal ion and Degradation 
(REDD) and confl icl m.nagement. 

Sum m~n' of Find inJ:li 

C~If1:0ri<al b<llIsion«): Act i,'it ies under this program l"'};cI)' im-o lvc ttthnica l assistance . ".-orkshop". 
facilitated meetings. and study tours. ther.rore. are qualified for Jh<, following Categorical Exclu,ions. 
pursuant to 22 e FR 2 l6.2(cX2) ' 

(i) Education. technical as,istanee. or <mining programs ".,ccpl to the exlent such programs 
i""lude activitics directly a lTttting the environmem (ouch as construction of faci lities. etc,); 
(i;;) Analys es. 'ludie , . academic or researth worb hops and mee1i<tgs; 
(v) Llocument and information transfe",: and 
(xiv) Studie,. projects or programs imended to de\'elop the capabili ' y offec ipient countries to 

engage in de\ 'elopment plann ing. except to 1M extent des igned to r.,ult in act ivities directly 
alTecting the environment (such as con,truction of facilitie,. etc.). 

N~gatin Ikl.rmination with Cond ition.: Th.re ma~ be a poss ibilit; that implementation of certain 
acti"iti<:< under the' Mekong Biodive rsity Con.ervation Corridor' project may I~ad to ncgati' e impa<t. 10 
the en,·imnment ifth' local regulations and general environmental , u' ta inability principle. are not strictI) 
followed. These activities may include. but no' be limi,ed '0: tmining of guvernrnent officials on fOre<1 
management and trade . and su pport of national PES policy developmem and implementation thai 
integrale climate change ekmcnts . hydrologi oal «:os)"st'm 'e .... ,ice s. biodiv ers ity conservation and local 
H"elihoods , 'These activities a", recommended for a Ncgali,e Determi nation with Conditions per 22 CFR 
216.3 (2Xiii) . The contractor/grantee i, ",qui""'- to pt'o~ide necessary "" i"anee to the in-countr)" 
impkmenting partners (c.g. loca l Or nalional go,emmenlS. communiti«) in meeting the re levant 
regulatio", and environmentally acce ptable standard. It i, also proposed that limited as sistance to 
implementing panners should be prov ided on .c=ning proce .. to identify potential impacts; dc<ign and 
US-t of ""st management practic es and appropriate t«:hnol~: program mon itori ng, stakeholder 
engagement in plan ning. and advi ee andior tr.lining for those in.'oh'. d, 

In an event that the scope of these activities has been changed in such that thC)' may potentially cause 
ad, ~ impact 10 'h" em'ironmcnt or critical wild lif. habitat. pursuant to 22 CF R 2 16,5. the rele\'llIlt 
poTlion ofthe Threshold Deoi,ion ,hall be changed to a Positive Determination and an Em'ironmental 
As""""",nt or En\'ironmental Impact Statement .hall be completed. wh ich shall dis"",. alternative. Of 

modific.tion, to a,oid or mi tigate such impact on the ' p«:ies or its habitat , 

1lIe RD\{A. led by the designated CTOs of this acli, it). a."umc' rcspon>ibili t), for acti>'cly monitoring 
the implementation of ali act ivities und er this program. 

R..,Onlnlcndod E nvi ronmcnt Action : 

No ""ti"ities proposed und cr this program. except for those under the 'Biod iversity Conse,,'ation 
Corrido",' Program as dcscribed in th" previous =lion. "'" ~xpected to have a significant impa<t on 1M 
en,·ironment. and thus fall under one or more calegori",,1 ""du,ions outlined under 22 eFR §216.2(eX2). 

, 



(h~, \be lif~ of the prog"'"'_ ""'''pn>8r&1n fw.li"3 will be dedi",,~ to ,,,,,hnical ~onsull3'ions, 
panicipalOO) cxchan~es (e,~., ,rudy IOU ... ). .....,.;ng>. "od.sbops and ~onfere"ce.o. and inftlm'Wion 
sharitts and di>SeTl1ination. Exceptions are made 10 _ octi, iti~, under \be 'Mekong Oiodi'-mil)' 
C~"ation Corridor' program ,..hieh "ill assist in IlK eswli,h~nt ofhicx!i'-cni,), cOfridors ~b 
training> and '''''hnical ""sistanc~ on imp<o' cd na,,,,,,1 rcsoun:~ managcmem such Ill! refo~ta1ton, 
support of PES policy and implemen'aTion. and. Although no ad,er<;_ impacts frQm lbese aclivities ~ 
anticipated. ,he contractor/granIC,' is n.,<!uired ,0 ensure rclco'ant regulations and cn,-irQnmenlal lSCcepl3bl. 
standards ,,-,II be, followed during 'he implemen'a'ion. A "''-ega"", De,em\;"a,iott w i,h COndilions is thus 
requested for 'hcse activitie, 

"e' crthcl.,.., as acti, iti", are further de"eloped 0"" the pr-ogtarn p<:riod, any acTivity pre~milli a risk of 
hit, IIIl: 'ilOnificant em iron~ntaJ impact will be subject to additional re, iew and final concurrence by tl>e 
ASE En,ironment OfficeT(R!'O AN!;). 
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